
The Life of Joseph 

Jacob’s Blessings of Faith 
Genesis 49 

 

 

1. Read 48:20-21.  What did Jacob know about Israel?  How did he know?  Read Gen. 15:13-14.  Do you think Jacob 

knew this?  Read Gen. 49:1-2.  What does Jacob tell his sons he is going to do?  Again, how on earth does he know 

this?  What does this tell you about Jacob? 

 

 

2. This is the 3
rd

 blessing by Jacob on his deathbed.  What were the first two?  How many prophecies have come 

through a human being up until this point?  Is this significant? 

 

 

3. Do you notice anything regarding the order of the blessings?  In what order are they blessed?  Does this matter?  

What does it explain? 

 

 

REUBEN(ITES) (Roo' behn ites) Eldest son of Jacob, born to Leah (Gen. 29:32) while the couple was living with her 

father, Laban, in Paddan-aram, and the clan or tribe descended from him.  

Among his acts recorded in the Bible, Reuben had sexual relations with one of his father's concubines (35:22), for 

which he later was chastised (49:4).  

Reuben appeared to feet compassion for young Joseph when his brothers wanted to kill the brash dreamer (37:21-22) 

but was really only protecting his name. 

Reuben was entitled to 2X the inheritance of his brothers since he was first born. 

And yet because of his since against his father’s concubine, his birthright was given to Ephraim and Manasseh and his 

blessing was extremely limited. 

No one famous came through Rueben 

No Kings or Judges through Rueben 

450 years later, when Moses was blessing the chilren of Israel before entering the land, only 1 line 

Deut. 33: 6  "Let Reuben live and not die, nor his men be few." 

 

• II Kings 10: 32-33  In those days the LORD began to reduce the size of Israel. Hazael overpowered the Israelites 

throughout their territory, east of the Jordan in all the land of Gilead (the region of Gad, Reuben and Manasseh), 

from Aroer by the Arnon Gorge through Gilead to Bashan. 

• I Chron. 5:1-3 

 

SIMEON (sihm' ih uhn) Personal name meaning, "hearing" or possibly, "little hyena beast." 

One of Jacob's twelve sons, the second by Leah (Gen. 29:33).  

He joined Levi in avenging Dinah's rape by Shechem (Gen. 34:25-31).  

Joseph kept Simeon bound in Egypt to ensure that he would see Benjamin (Gen. 42:24). 

Prophecy is that he would be scattered = to take away a potion or separate) 

Their land was actually just a fragment of Judah’s whole territory 

 

• Joshua 19:1-9 

• I Chron. 4:28-33 – even more scattered and fragmented 

 

LEVI (Lee' vi) Personal name meaning "a joining." 

Third son of Jacob and Leah (Gen. 29:34) and original ancestor of Israel's priests.  

He is characterized in Scripture as savage and merciless, avenging the rape of his sister, Dinah, by annihilating the male 

population of an entire city (Gen. 34:25-31).  

They were also prophecied to be “scattered” 

They didn’t actually get a territory but lived in 48 cities throughout Israel 

Through this God actually turned the curse into a blessing 

Later through Moses God tells them they don’t get a portion because God is their portion  



• Num. 18:20-24 20  The LORD said to Aaron, "You will have no inheritance in their land, nor will you have any 

share among them; I am your share and your inheritance among the Israelites. "I give to the Levites all the tithes in 

Israel as their inheritance in return for the work they do while serving at the Tent of Meeting. From now on the 

Israelites must not go near the Tent of Meeting, or they will bear the consequences of their sin and will die. It is the 

Levites who are to do the work at the Tent of Meeting and bear the responsibility for offenses against it. This is a 

lasting ordinance for the generations to come. They will receive no inheritance among the Israelites. Instead, I give 

to the Levites as their inheritance the tithes that the Israelites present as an offering to the LORD. That is why I said 

concerning them: 'They will have no inheritance among the Israelites.'" 

The tithe of the rest of the nation was used to provide for the needs of the Levites (Num. 18:24-32 

During the wilderness journey they were in charge of taking the tabernacle down, transporting it, setting it up and 

conducting worship at the tent where God dwelt (Num. 1:47-54; 3:14-39).  

The Levites assisted the priests in their responsibilities (Num. 3:5-9; 16:9) by preparing grain offerings and the show 

bread, by purifying all the holy instruments used in the Temple, by singing praises to the Lord at the time of the 

morning and evening offerings, by assisting the priests with burnt offerings on sabbaths and feast days, and by being in 

charge of the Temple precinct and the chambers of the priests (1 Chron. 6:31-48; 23:1-13,24-32; 25:1-6; 2 Chron. 

29:12-19 

 

After the people of Israel sinned in the wilderness by making the molten calf, Moses commanded the people of Levi to 

slaughter those who had participated in the debacle (Ex. 32:28). 

The tribe of Levi was appointed because it was the only tribe that stood with Moses against the people who worshiped 

the golden calf (Ex. 32:25-29; Deut. 10:6-9).  

During David's reign, the Levites were integrated into the administration of the government, including the keeping of 

the gates, judges, craftsmen, muscians, and overseers of the royal treasury (1 Chron. 9:22-28; 23-26) 

In Jehoshaphat's time the Levites were involved with teaching the people the word of God (2 Chron. 17:7-9). 

 

Many famous and blessed Levites = Aaron, Eli, Ezra, John the Baptist 

 

JUDAH (Jew' duh) Personal, tribal, and territorial name meaning, "Praise Yahweh," but may have originally been 

related to the mountain of Jehud. 

His mother was Leah.  

It relates the seduction of Judah by his daughter-in-law Tamar. Their union resulted in the birth of Pharez and Zarah.  

It was his idea to sell Joseph in order to make money 

But he was the ONLY one to really express his sorrow over his actions against Joseph and offers his life 

Through Judah ran the genealogical line that led to Jesus.  

The tribe of Judah occupied the strategically important territory just to the west of the Dead Sea.  

The city of Jerusalem was on the border between Judah and Benjamin.  

David was from the tribe of Judah. 

When the kingdom was divided following the death of Solomon, the southern kingdom took the name Judah. 

 

David, Solomon, Asa, Jehosaphat, Uzzah, Jotham, Hezekiah, Josiah 

Prophecies of Christ here 

 

Micah 5:2  "But you, Bethlehem Ephrathah, though you are small among the clans of Judah, out of you will come for 

me one who will be ruler over Israel, whose origins are from of old, from ancient times." 

 

ZEBULUN (Zehb' ew luhn) Personal and tribal name probably meaning, "elevated dwelling."  

Jacob's tenth son and sixth by Leah (Gen. 30:20).  

The tribe named for him settled in the area between the Sea of Galilee and Mount Carmel (Josh. 19:10-16).  

The tribe hosted the other tribes with religious festivals at Mount Tabor (Deut. 33:18-19).  

Their menu included the delicacies fished from the Sea of Galilee.  

Militarily, the tribe distinguished itself in the struggles to possess the land, fighting faithfully in the armies of Deborah 

and Barak, and Gideon (Judg. 4:6; 6:35). 

 

1 Judge - Elon, came from Zebulun (Judges 12:11) 

 
Only prophecy of the 12 that explains where he will live 

“live towards the seashore (not necessarily on)” 



great place for trade and wealth 

Sidon in Zebulun was very prosperous but also very wicked 

Where Quenn Jezebel came from 

 

 

ISSACHAR (Iss char) Personal name meaning "man for hire" or "hireling."  

Ninth son of Jacob, the fifth borne by Leah (Gen. 30:18). 

Almost nothing is known about his personal history.  

The tribe of Issachar occupied territory in the northern part of Palestine, just southwest of the Sea of Galilee (Josh. 

19:17-23).  

The tribe was not prominent in Israel's history.  

The city of Jezreel, which was an Israelite royal residence, was located in the territory of Issachar. 

 

1 Judge, Tola (Judges 10:1-2) 

So was Baasha, the successor of Nadab as king of Israel (1 Kings 15:27). 

Also the comparison to a donkey – positive – valued animal then 

They were reliable and courageous in fighting with Deborah 

Weak side to saddlebags, weak between two areas 

 

 

Interesting note that Zebulun and Issachar are where Galilee is actually situated 

Where all the disciples other than Judas came from 

 

 

All 4 together and not in order by the way 

 

DAN (Dan) Personal name meaning, "judge." 

First son born to Jacob by Rachel's maid Bilhah (Gen. 30:6).  

When the Israelites entered Canaan, the tribe of Dan received land on the western coast.  

They could not fully gain control of the territory, especially after the Philistines settled in the area.  

Samson of the tribe of Dan fighting the Philistines.  

Eventually, Dan migrated to the north and was able to take a city called Laish. They renamed the city Dan and settled in 

the area around it.  

Dan was always a small tribe, and it never exercised significant influence in Israel.  

 

Of the prophecies, Dan is the one called a Tribe specifically 

Reference to a snake is really a very cunning, quiet, powerful animal able to strike its enemies 

Interesting to note though included in almost all texts as one of the 12 tribes… 

Excluded from Tribal descriptions in I Chron. 1-7 – text instead includes Ephraim and Manasseh 

Excluded from Rev. 7 describing the 12 of 144,000 does not include Dan but rather Mansseh and Joseph 

Some think this is because they will be wiped out due to their apostasy – first recorded to worship idols in Judges 18:30 

Some also think this is where the antichrist will come from (reference to serpent/snake and missing in I Chron. And 

Rev.) 

 

“I look for your deliverence oh Lord” = Deliverence = Hebrew word Yeshua (Jesus) 

 

 

Next 3 are the shortest prophecies 

 

GAD (Gad) Personal name meaning, "good fortune." 1.  

The seventh son of Jacob. 

His mother was Leah's maid Zilpah.  

At the conclusion of the period of wilderness wandering, when the Israelites were preparing to occupy Canaan, the tribe 

of Gad requested permission, along with the tribe of Reuben and half the tribe of Manasseh, to settle east of the Jordan. 

Their reason was that they owned large numbers of livestock and the territory east of the Jordan was particularly 

suitable for raising livestock (Num. 32). This territory became known as Gad (Jer. 49:1).  



Though the exact limits of Gad's tribal territory are difficult to determine, the Gadites generally occupied land to the 

northeast of the Dead Sea (Josh. 13:24-28). See Tribes of Israel. 2.  

It was very vulnerable to raids though. 

 

I Chron. 12: 8  Some Gadites defected to David at his stronghold in the desert. They were brave warriors, ready for 

battle and able to handle the shield and spear. Their faces were the faces of lions, and they were as swift as gazelles in 

the mountains. 

 

 
ASHER (ash' uhr) or Aser (New Testament Greek spelling) Personal, tribal, and place name meaning, "fortune," 

"happiness." 

Eighth son of Jacob, born of Zilpah, the concubine (Gen. 30:13). 

His four sons and one daughter began the tribe of Asher (Gen. 46:17).  

Jacob's blessing said Asher would have rich food that he would give a king (Gen. 49:20), perhaps suggesting a period 

when the tribe would serve a foreign king. 

They formed part of the rear guard in the wilderness marches (Num. 10:25-28).  

Asher's territorial allotment was in Phoenicia in the far northwest reaching to Tyre and Sidon on the Mediterranean 

coast (Josh. 19:24-31).  

They could not drive out the Canaanites and had to live among them (Judg. 1:31-32).  

When Deborah summoned the tribes to action, Asher did not respond but "continued on the seashore" (Judg. 5:17). 

Apparently, Asher was working for the Canaanites in the ports of the Mediterranean.  

Moses' blessing gives another view of Asher, calling the tribe "most blessed," "favored by his brothers," and strong 

(Deut. 33:24-25).  

Asher produced no judge in the Book of Judges; nor did it have a tribal leader in the chronicler's list (1 Chron. 27:16-

22).  

Perhaps Asher's greatest hero was Anna, the prophetess who bore witness to the baby Jesus (Luke 2:36-38).  

 

Prophecy – rich, very fertile coast and their inheritance was more abundant than any from a land perspective 

 

 

NAPHTALI (Naf' tuh li) Personal name meaning, "wrestler."  

Sixth son of Jacob and second son by his concubine Bilhah (Gen. 30:6-8).  

In blessing him, Jacob likened Naphtali to a hind let loose (49:21), probably a reference to unbridled energy.  

The tribe which bears his name inhabited a territory north of the Sea of Galilee that extend along the northwest side of 

Jordan beyond Lake Huleh (Josh. 19:32-39).  

Naphtali is praised in the Song of Deborah for placing itself in jeopardy on behalf of Israel (Judg. 5:18).  

The tribe joined with Asher and Manasseh to help drive the Midianites out of the land (7:23).  

During Solomon's reign the territory was designated a separate economic district (1 Kings 4:7,15) and produced Hiram, 

the king's chief brass worker (7:13-14).  

The Syrians invaded Naphtali during Baasha's reign and inflicted heavy losses (15:20).  

The territory finally succumbed to Tiglath-pileser III in 734 B.C. (2 Kings 15:29). 

 

Some think the word for “words” actually means fawns 

This is where Jesus first preached, giving beautiful words 

• Math. 4:12-16 

 

 

JOSEPH (Joh' sihf) Personal name meaning, "adding."  

Joseph was the eleventh of twelve sons, the first by Jacob's favorite wife, Rachel.  

His name, "may he [the Lord] add," was a part of Rachel's prayer at his birth (Gen. 30:24).  

That the influential Joseph (Gen. 47:13-26) is not known from Egyptian records would be expected if he served under a 

Hyksos pharaoh, as seems likely. 

Later Egyptians tried to erase all evidence of that period. The pharaoh "who did not know Joseph" (Ex. 1:8, NRSV) did 

not "know" of him in a political or historical sense.  

 

Prophecy: 



Part I – fruitful 

Deut. 33: 17  In majesty he is like a firstborn bull; his horns are the horns of a wild ox. With them he will gore the 

nations, even those at the ends of the earth. Such are the ten thousands of Ephraim; such are the thousands of 

Manasseh." 

 

Part II – the secret of his fruitfulness = his dependence on God 

 

Part III – the blessings of God are greater than anything 

 

Ephraim produced 5 of the 15 Judges over Israel (Gideon, Abimelech, Jair, Jepthah, and Samuel) 

Joshua led the people into the Promised Land 

 

And it was ALL because of God, not Joseph according to the prophecy which was definitely Joseph’s belief 

 

The 5 titles of God 

1) Mighty one of Jacob 

2) Shephard 

3) Rock of Israel 

4) Your father’s God 

5) Almighty – El Shadai 

 

 

BENJAMIN (Behn' juh mihn) Personal name meaning, "son of the right hand" or "son of the south."  

The second son Rachel bore to Jacob.  

His birth was difficult, and his mother named him Benoni, which means "son of my sorrow." She died giving him birth. 

His father Jacob, however, did not let that name stand. He gave the child the name Benjamin, which means "son of the 

right hand."  

The tribe of Benjamin occupied the smallest territory of all the tribes. Yet, it played a significant role in Israelite history.  

Small but extremely tough and fierce. 

• Psalm 68:24-27 Your procession has come into view, O God, the procession of my God and King into the 

sanctuary.  In front are the singers, after them the musicians; with them are the maidens playing tambourines. Praise 

God in the great congregation; praise the LORD in the assembly of Israel. There is the little tribe of Benjamin, 

leading them, there the great throng of Judah's princes, and there the princes of Zebulun and of Naphtali.  Summon 

your power, O God ; show us your strength, O God, as you have done before. 

 

2
nd

 Judge – Elud 

Saul, Israel's first king, was a Benjamite, and Jonathan, and Abner the Commander of the Army 

Esther 

The Apostle Paul 

Conquered 10,000 Moabites which brought peace for 80 years (Judges 3:12-20) 

In Judges when they sinned by not giving up sinful men, had 26,000 go against 400,000 Israelites 

• Judges 19: 16  \Among all these soldiers there were seven hundred chosen men who were left-handed, each of 

whom could sling a stone at a hair and not miss. 

22,000 Israelites died, then 18,000 – then 25,400 men of Benjamin died on the third day = 600 left with no women 

 

Furthermore, the city of Jerusalem was near the border between the territories of Benjamin and Judah and may have 

been in Benjamin originally (Josh. 18:16; Judg. 1:21).  

Benjamin's appetite for territory may be seen in Jacob's blessing (Gen. 49:27). 

Moses' blessing highlights Benjamin's special place in God's care (Deut. 33:12). Late in the period of the judges,  

 

 

EPHRAIM (ee fra ihm) Personal and tribal name meaning, "two fruit land" or "two pasture lands."  

The younger son of Joseph by the Egyptian Asenath, daughter of the priest of On (Gen. 41:52).  

He was adopted by his grandfather Jacob and given precedence over his brother Manasseh (Gen. 48:14).  

He occupied a region slightly to the northwest of the Dead Sea (Josh. 16) and was the leading tribe of the Northern 

Kingdom, ever ready to assert its rights  

• Judg. 7:24-8:3 



Where Deborah judged the people from  

Ephraim played an important role in Israelite history.  

Joshua was an Ephraimite (Josh. 19:50). 

Samuel was an Ephraimite (1 Sam. 1:1). 

Jeroboam I was an Ephraimite (1 Kings 12:25). 

The important sanctuary at Shiloh was located in the territory of Ephraim. 

• Hos. 5:13-7 

 

MANASSEH (Muh nas' sehh) A personal name meaning "God has caused me to forget" (trouble). 

One of at least two sons born to Joseph by Asenath (Gen. 41:50-51).  

Manasseh was adopted by Jacob as one to receive his blessing.  

Along with Ephraim, Manasseh became one of the twelve tribes of Israel and received a landed inheritance.  

In almost typical Old Testament fashion, Manasseh, the elder brother, did not receive the blessing of the firstborn (Gen. 

48:13-20). Jacob crossed his hands and gave that blessing to Ephraim.  

When the Promised Land was apportioned, half of the tribe of Manasseh settled on the east bank of the Jordan and half 

on the west. 

 

• Deut. 33 

• Josh. 17:14-18 

• Rev. 7 

 

 

Read Gen 49:28.  This is the first time they are referred to as the 12 tribes of Israel.  Read vs. 29-32.  “What do you 

think this means, “gathered to his people”?  Why is he so specific about where he will be buried? 

 

- believed God gave it to them 

- burial there was proof of his faith and God’s promise 

 

 


